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A touchof
Nordic noir

This compact speaker has impressive
engineering and plenty of heritage
behind it. Andrew Everard takes a listen

0, Scansonic — does the
name seem vaguely
familiar? Its MB series of
speakers, starting with the
MB-1 we have here and going all the
way up to the MB-3.5 floorstanders,
may be new (and just one of three
complete speaker ranges on its
books), but the brand name has an
illustrious history, being deeply rooted
in Danish speaker design and
engineering. Scansonic goes back
45 years, when it was introduced
as the name on a then-new line of
loudspeakers from famous Danish

A detailed balance
that's well beyond
expectationsofa
design so compact

drive-unit manufacturer ScanSpeak.
Having survived a factory fire,
ScanSpeak was later acquired by
current Scansonic owner Dantax after
a period of being owned by Ortofon
parent company Fonofilm, during
which its co-founders pulled out and
eventually found Dynaudio. You may
be getting the idea by now that the
inner workings of the Danish
speaker/driver industry are both
fascinating and entirely convoluted!
For the design of the MB speaker
series, Scansonic looked within its
parent company to Michael Bgrresen,
executive R&D manager at Raidho,
where he has worked for more than a
dozen years. And while there’s a clear
influence from his work with Raidho
designs in some aspects of the design
here, the intention was always to
make a range true to the Scansonic
brand. Oh, and to Mark Bgrresen’s
contribution to the design, his initials
are on every model — hence the ‘MB’.
Available in black or white ‘silk’
finish, the speakers have a curved-
wall enclosure design, ported to the
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front, and can be used on a choice of
two Scansonic speaker stands: there’s
a curvaceous single-pillar model,
selling for £490 a pair in black or
£505 in white, and a twin-column
design at £580 a pair.

Standing just over 33cm tall, the
MB-1 has pretty conventional
‘bookshelf speaker’ dimensions, but
an all-up fighting weight of 6.1kg
reveals the use of heavy bracing
inside to further increase the
structural integrity of what is already
a rigid cabinet, thanks to those
curved panels. Ribbon tweeters and
carbon-fibre cones are found across
the range, and the one in the MB-1
uses a Kapton/aluminium sandwich
construction 0.02mm thick, meaning
it weighs a fraction of a conventional
dome diaphragm, making it easier to
drive with less coloration.

The 115mm mid/bass unit uses that
carbon-fibre weave to obtain stiffness
without weight penalties, and is of
a dustcap-less design, driven by an
overhung magnet system with a long
excursion for powerful bass. Inlays
line the slot-shaped port below the
woofer to reduce noise, and the
handover between the drivers
centres around 3.5kHz.

Sound quality
On the end of my Naim network
music player/amplifier system, the
immediate impression is of the scale
and quality of bass: yes, the spec
suggests they run out of steam at
around 50Hz, but when it comes to
small speakers and low-end welly,
there’s no sense of the sound lacking
substance. Playing rock or pop music
there’s weight and speed down there,
ensuring rhythm sections power
along smartly, and bass and drums
have excellent character and drive.
Scansonic doesn’t quote a sensitivity
figure, saying only that nominal
impedance is greater than 6ohm,
and that it recommends high-quality
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O DETAILS

PRODUCT
Scansonic MB-1

ORIGIN
Denmark

TYPE
2-way standmount
loudspeaker

WEIGHT
6.1kg

DIMENSIONS
(WxHxD)
178 x 312 x286mm

FEATURES

@ Ribbon tweeter
©115mm mid/bass
driver

® Impedance:
>6ohm

DISTRIBUTOR
DantaxA/S
TELEPHONE
+45 982476 77

WEBSITE
scansonic.dk

MB-1s combine
ultralightribbon
tweeter with
carbon-fibre
mid/bass

amplifiers of greater than 50W. That
said, the speakers seem to be a pretty
easy drive: as well as using my
Supernait 2, I also try them with
Denon’s PMA-50 (HFC 397), and
there’s never any sense the Denon is
struggling, although the sound does
take on further conviction and
presence with the Naim.

That bass weight may be the first
surprise in the MB-1’s presentation,
but what’s even more pleasing is the
way the whole sound hangs together,
with no sense of this being a one-trick
speaker, and a generous, detailed
overall balance that’s well beyond
expectations of a design so compact.
In particular the tweeter works
exceptionally well, with an open, airy
sound when playing atmospheric live
recordings, excellent sting with
cymbals without any sense of
overcooking things with excessive
splash or sizzle, and fine midband
fluidity and detailing.

Play some classic Miles Davis and
it’s hard not to be drawn into the
performance. There’s superb rasp and
breath to the trumpet, while other
instruments are handled in similarly
convincing style, the bass has just the
right amount of snap of finger on
string then vibrational resonance,
enabling the contribution of the
instrument’s body to be heard. At
the same time the drums have good
punch and drive, while all the
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Q&A

Michael Borresen
Executive R&D manager, Raidho

s, ILW

AE: What were the challenges in
designing the MB range?

MB: | was very focused on building
on all the experiences and strengths
obtained from designing the Raidho
speakers, but this time, the task also
came with a budget and a desire

to create the very best possible
speakers within financial limits.

Doesn’tthe use of aribbon tweeter
and carbon fibre bass unit make
building to a budget tricky?

It was clear to me from the very
beginning that some core techniques
from the Raidho speakers would be
of importance: the speakers had to
be designed around a ribbon tweeter
as, thanks to its super lightweight
diaphragm sealed around the edges,
it allows for a seamless transition

to the midrange region. The same
thinking on quality and integration
informed the use of a mid/bass driver
with a rigid, pistonic-type membrane
-which is why we chose carbon fibre.

So many speaker companies have
moved their production to lower-
cost countries. Why was it so
important to not do the same?

At the same time, | also had to be
aware of the long heritage and the
Nordic design tradition of the
Scansonic brand, so developing and
building these speakers in Denmark
was a tremendous task, and quite a
long one. However, I'm very glad that
a fantastic team effort made it
possible - the result makes me proud.
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IN SIGHT
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HOWIT
COMPARES

There's no shortage

of high-quality
standmount speakers
available in the £1,000-
£1,500 price bracket,
and the MB-1finds itself
up against the likes of
the £1,485PMC
twenty.21(HFC 379),
another design with
prodigious bass from a
small enclosure plus a
fast, detailed midband
and treble, and the
ultra-precise and
illuminating B&W CM6
S2, ataround £1,500.
Or, as an alternative to
the MB-1s with stands,
the compactand
accomplished Neat
Motive SX1speakers
(HFC 379) are a must-
listen at £1,885.

delicacy required to enjoy the times
when sticks give way to brushes and
the snap and fizz of the cymbals.

While the bass is impressive for
speakers of this size, there are times
when its lower limits are apparent,
for which reason I wouldn’t suggest
these are the optimum choice for fans
of church organ music or those
enjoying room-shaking synthesised
bass — that’s prog fans perhaps
disappointed on two fronts, then!

However, in general terms the MB-1
covers its tracks extremely well, and
you’re more likely to be struck by how
low these speakers can appear to go,
along with the speed and tunefulness
of the bass they deliver, rather than
worrying too much about that last bit
of low-frequency information that’s
missing. There’s never any sense of a
lack of weight, and by the standards
of speakers of this size they’re
extremely impressive.

What is beyond reproach is the
superb sense of soundstage depth,
width and focus the MB-1s present:
listen to a live concert through them
and you get a sonic picture extending
between and beyond the speakers,
and in which performers are placed
solidly and reliably. With a shade of
toe-in toward the listening position,
that remarkable focus is sharpened,
and at the same time the feeling of
front-to-back depth is enhanced;
impressive, too, is the way they
maintain that sense of solidity —
which after all is what stereo is all
about — even when you move off-axis.

These aren’t ‘sweet spot’ speakers,
limited to delivering their best at one,
very narrow, listening position, and
there’s no sense of the tweeters
‘beaming’: instead they’ve very clearly

@© Kapton/aluminium
ribbon tweeter

© 4mmcable
binding posts

© Front-venting
reflex port

© Carbon-fibre weave
mid/bass unit

been designed for real-world
listening, to be enjoyed by several
people in the room at once, and
they’re all the better for that. As well
as the tweeter design, that has much
to do with the way the two drivers
and the crossover marry up to present
music as a whole, with no sense of
‘handover’ between the drivers to
catch the attention and divert it from
the music.

Conclusion

If you're looking for rather superior
speakers for use in a small or
medium-sized room, and can afford
both the speaker/stands package, at
around £1,800 all-in and the kind of
amplifier you’ll need to hear them at
their best, this is a highly competitive
design. By combining room
friendliness — that front-venting port
means that you can use them close to
a rear wall — stylish looks and a very
persuasive sound seemingly beyond
its modest dimensions, Scansonic has
come up with loudspeaker well
worthy of a serious audition @
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